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Watt DEP Is Doing to Amp Up NYC’s Power

Commissioner’s Corner

ith recent federal mandates to treat portions
of the water supply
and to reduce nitrogen and wet
weather discharges, DEP’s electricity use is expected to increase
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and our total energy costs are
expected to almost double by
2014. At the same time, all City
agencies are tasked to meet the
PlaNYC goals of reducing energy
consumption and greenhouse
gas emissions by 30% by 2017.
So what can we do to reconcile set base, and technical expertise
in water, wastewater, and energy
these two realities?
systems, the city will be in a better
Last month, DEP became the lead position to meet the energy needs
agency and the Mayor’s principal and goals of the future.
advisor on the city’s energy policy
and planning efforts, including To meet rising energy demand,
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More than just a newsletter, Weekly
Pipeline is a record of DEP’s challenges and accomplishments in
2010; and we’ve accomplished a
great deal. BWS protected 11,709
acres of watershed lands in 2010—
the most ever since the inception
of the Land Acquisition Program in
1997; water main breaks dropped
to their lowest level in more than a
decade, demonstrating that BWSO’s programmatic maintenance
is paying off. And BWS achieved
monthly Clean Water Act Standards
at all 14 of our wastewater treatment
celebrated the 100th anniversary
of DEP’s Harbor Survey Program,
which shows that the Harbor is the
healthiest it’s been at any time in the
last century, and reached a historic
settlement with the State, NRDC
and environmental stakeholders
that will reduce nitrogen discharges
into Jamaica Bay by 50%.
For our customers, BCS launched
a number of new initiatives, including: online wireless meter reading (AMR) so families can make
smart decisions about their water

decreases DEP’s greenhouse
gas emissions. Since July 2010,
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is implemented, will beautify the city, improve air quality, and lower energy
costs as it improves water quality
in New York Harbor. In 2011, DEP
will begin to implement the plan in
earnest as we work to persuade
our State and Federal partners that
our plan—which would save $2.4
billion of public funds—will achieve
the best results.
These are just two of the challenges we’ll tackle in 2011 and beyond.
In the inaugural Weekly Pipeline I
committed that DEP would release
a Strategic Plan—and early next
year, we will. The plan covers every
aspect of DEP’s operations, from
water and air quality to sewer connection permits that businesses
and developers need to keep New
York City going. Everyone at DEP
has an important role to play in the
implementation of the plan, and
I look forward to working closely
with everyone to achieve the many
goals it sets. As we gear-up for
2011, I want to thank each of you
for your efforts in 2010 and wish
you and your family and friends a
healthy and happy new year.

