Using This Crisis to Prevent the Next One

The crisis highlights the danger of the city's economic over-reliance on Wall Street. Even when times are
good, only a few New Yorkers reap economic windfalls. When times are bad, the entire city suffers.
For all the pain it is causing, though, the sagging economy presents us with the chance to rebuild our
economy in a way that prevents similar economic crises in the future. The federal economic stimulus
package before Congress presents an opportunity to build a greener and more equitable economy. Urban
Agenda (http://www.urbanagenda.org/), convener of the New York City Apollo Alliance
(http://www.urbanagenda.org/projects.htm#nycapollo), urges Congress to fund projects that will create
high-quality, "green collar" jobs and help make New York City more environmentally sustainable.
A stimulus package for New York City must focus on increasing investments in public infrastructure -rehabilitating and retrofitting schools, buildings and mass transit systems - not on giving tax breaks.
(http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/12/opinion/12krugman.html) in tax cuts for businesses. However,
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Green Is Not Enough
While we need to act quickly, we must also act responsibly. It is not enough to just create "green" jobs.
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class. If we consider both environmental benefits and wage and job standards, we can have jobs that will
help the resurgence of the middle class, strengthen our economy and make New York City a leader in
sustainability.
The NYC Apollo Alliance has compiled a list of recommendations for evaluating projects to ensure that we
maximize the potential of our green collar workforce. (The full document can be found here
(http://urbanagenda.org/nycapollo/fedstimulus.htm).). Projects funded with stimulus dollars should:
Create employment for a wide spectrum of workers, from low-skilled to highly skilled.
Support local employment opportunities. Outsourcing occurs not only when jobs are sent overseas,
but also when labor is imported into an area with an already trained and ready labor pool that can,
and should, be employed.
Create jobs that offer good wages, health care benefits and paid time off.
Promote employment in environmentally sustainable areas, such as retrofitting building, brownfield
redevelopment and urban forestry.
Promote the retrofitting and maintenance of existing infrastructure, such as mass transit systems,
roads and bridges.
Using these criteria to evaluate projects proposals will help rebuild our economy and create a greener,
more sustainable city. For instance, using federal stimulus funds to create an "Efficiency Matching Fund"
providing a 100 percent federal match for state-approved energy efficiency programs would help quickly
channel funds to green job development. Every $1 invested in such programs saves $2 to $4 in energy
costs for consumers, freeing up additional consumer purchasing power. Energy efficiency programs also
bring us closer to environmental sustainability.
The economic stimulus must fund training and readiness programs to ensure there are enough skilled
workers (http://urbanagenda.org/greenworkforce.htm#roundtable) ready to do these tasks. The
Consortium for Worker Education (http://www.cwe.org/), the Association for Energy Affordability
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(http://www.aeanyc.org/site/c.dhJJJTOzFoH/b.1592853/k.BE26/Home.htm) and the New York Industrial
Retention Network (http://www.nyirn.org/) developed a plan to integrate economic development and
workforce development to promote energy efficiency. With funding, this proposed Green Jobs Center
would include a training center to assess, train and place over 2,700 workers in the energy efficiency
industry. The center also would provide business services for over 900 businesses seeking to expand or
enter the energy efficiency market over a three-year period.
Finally, to ensure that stimulus spending creates jobs in the near future and new industries in the long
term, it must include language that allows cities and states to give preference to local companies when
they purchase goods and materials used in federally funded capital projects. This will nurture local green
manufacturing and reduce the carbon footprint of projects by removing the need to transport products
long distances.

The Wall Street disaster offers us the opportunity to build a new economic future. Wisely invested, the
federal stimulus can generate the green collar jobs that will rebuild our middle class and create a more
sustainable environment for generations to come.
J. Mijin Cha is director of campaign research at Urban Agenda, convener of the Apollo Alliance. The
alliance is holding a public forum on Feb. 2nd to discuss the New Apollo Plan, the economic stimulus
and New York City. For more information, visit (http://www.urbanagenda.org)
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