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Hoboken’s	dual	flooding	risk 
Coastal	flooding	&	flash	flooding



Sea	level	rise



When	it	rains,	it	pours

[1958-2012]

National	Climate	Assessment









Resist,	Delay,	Store,	Discharge  
An	integrated	urban	water	management	strategy









“Resist”	–	waterfront	park



“Resist”	–	Green	wall/art



• 1	acre	
• 200K	gallons	retention

“Delay”	&	“Store”	–	Southwest	Resiliency	Park



• 2	acres	
• 300K	gallons	retention

“Delay”	&	“Store”	–	7th	&	Jackson	Resiliency	Park



• 5	acres	
• 1M	gallons	retention

“Delay”	&	“Store”	–	BASF	Resiliency	Park



• Rain	gardens,	cisterns,	porous	concrete	
• Retains	all	stormwater	from	25-year	storm

“Delay”	&	“Store”	–	City	Hall	Demonstration	Project



• Will	alleviate	flooding	in	NW	Hoboken	
• 40M	gallons/day

“Discharge”	-	H-5	Wet	Weather	Pump	Station



City	Resiliency	Funding	Sources

• Municipal	Open	Space	Trust	Fund	

• Grants	

• NJ	Environmental	Infrastructure	Trust	Loans	

• Redevelopment	Agreements	

• Infrastructure	Trust	Fund



Green	Roof	Incentives	
• Zoning	Code	changes	incentivize	green	roofs	
• Applications	for	more	than	100,000	sf	of	

green	roofs	approved	in	a	few	months



“Resist”	Alignment	
5	Concepts	!		
3	Alternatives	!
1	Preferred	Alternative		

Community	Process	
• Citizens	Advisory	Group	
• Community	meetings	
• Drop-in	sessions	
• Neighborhood	meetings	
• Social	media



Problem	solved?	Not	quite.



Opposition	to	Concept	A  
(inland,	Garden	St)



Opposition	to	All	Options



How	to	build	consensus

• Recognized	everyone	comes	to	the	
conversation	from	a	different	place.	

• Engaged	in	real	community	process.	

• Expanded	communications	and	outreach.	

• Emphasized	design	process.	



“Resist”	Alignment	
5	Concepts	!		
3	Alternatives	!
1	Preferred	Alternative	

New	alignments	reflected	feedback	
and	ideas	from	community.



No	Action	 
Alternative



“Resist”	Alignment 
5	Concepts	!  
3	Alternatives	! 
1	Preferred	
Alternative	(Alt	3) 
 
With	  
Alternative	3





Key	to	Success

1. Design	really	matters.	Project	must	complement	and	add	to	
urban	landscape.	

2. Need	true	collaboration	&	to	listen	to	feedback	

3. Extensive	communications	is	critical	

4. Solid	engineering



Next	steps
• Promote	preferred	alternative	

• Environmental	Impact	Statement	hearing	

• Continue	involving	community	in	design	process	next	18-24	
months.	

• Work	towards	comprehensive	plan	–	provide	information,	
workshops,	possible	grant	program	to	protect	52	unprotected	
properties.	

• Determine	operations	and	maintenance	plan	and	agreement.



Rebuild	by	Design	  
Preferred	Alternative	Flyover


